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Valentine’s Day in Japan is a strange sort of business
to an American. You see, in America Valentine’s Day
is for the girls - as is Christmas. There are differences
befween t%e American and Japanese versions of this

holiday that | want fo talk about.

First, what | said before about Valentine's Day being
only for girls is true, but only to a certain extent.
When you are a kid Valentine’s Day is for anyone. It
is a big event in elementary schools; kids bring and
assortment of Valentine's cards to school cnfthen
spend the better half of the afternoon creating and

ecorating bags which they will attach to their desks
to which %e a?orementioned Valentine's cards will be
delivered fo.

As you grow older, the card exchanging custom
gradually goes away and is replaced by a hauntin
sense of loneliness. It you are a man with a girlfrienc?,
expect this to hurt your wallet in a substantial way.
The typical Valentine’s date package from a man to a
woman consists of; Flowers (usually roses), Chocolates
(in the shape of a heart!), and a thoughtful gift (usually
jewelry). Afterwards the couple usually goes on a
special date typically to the fanciest place either
one of them can think of, maybe a steak house, or a
seafood restaurant — anywhere that you're required to
wear nice clothes.

Truth be told, | have never experienced a Japanese
style Valentine’s Day but | am really looking forward
to it. | really am just so curious what it will be like. But
until then | will wait. Impatiently.
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