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Diversity (k%)

The U.S. is a country of immigrants. Growing
up there, | was always surrounded by diversity.
In school, we learn that our country is a “melting
pot”. This means our families may be from
different countries, we may have different
religions, we may speak different languages,
but/we all come together.

Japan is known for being a "homogenous
society’. It may be homogeneous compared to
other countries, but there is still diversity here.
People across Japan and across the world
watched as Naomi Osaka lit the Olympic torch.
She faced many challenges before reaching the
2021 Olympics. She
had to choose between
American and Japanese
citizenship. She chose
Japan. Then people
questioned if she is
“Japanese enough”. But
she persevered, and F&
inspired many people
along the way. As more people like her become
well known, people are thinking about what it
means to “be Japanese”.

As a teacher, and a foreigner, | think about
these issues often. | worry about the impact
of bullying on these young children and of
discriminatory laws on these adults. But |
am also very hopeful. People are starting
conversations about this. When we talk, we
realize that our similarities are more important
than our differences. Naomi Osaka lighting the
Olympic torch lights the way for the inclusive

273  future of Japan.
g
21 X 2021.952
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