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Hello everyone. This month, I have made time to see
more outside Shoo, making the most of this beautiful
weather. I have been to watch the Okayama, Yunogo
Belle women's soccer team play in Yunogo. It was very
exciting, but maybe I am bad luck for them as they did
not win this time. But it was fun to watch and I will go
back again sometime. I have also been to Misaki Town
to see the terraced rice fields. It was amazing to see
and the water looks like mirrors contouring the land-
scape. Okayama is a very beautiful place and I feel
lucky to be here.

But Shoo still keeps surprising me. The other night,
my wife and I went for a walk to see if there were any
fireflies out yet and were pleasantly surprised to see
some only minutes from my home. We don't have fire-
flies in England and I find them fascinating. While
walking back home we heard some taiko drums in the
distance. Curious, we decided to investigate. We found
the BACR=ER5AE, practising in the cultural concert
hall for an upcoming event. They kindly invited us in
and treated us to an exclusive performance. It was
nothing sort of awesome. You can eagsily get drawn
into the beat and rhyme and there is something very
captivating about the intensity of the drumming. They
also took the time to give us a crash-course in how to
play the drums, which we thoroughly enjoyed and
hopefully I can make time to continue and learn some
more while I'm here.

I look forward to the many surprises that Shoo still
has waiting for me.
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