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NOTHING LIKE THE REAL THING O0O0O0OO0O0O

A wonderful taiko performance in Mrch was
perfect timng this nonth. | gave a farewell
speech to over 100 JHS students the week

before. Wen | played ny guitar, | felt both
tense and excited. |'msure the tako perforners
ddtoo.

"Your face ves bright red, wth nerves..." wote
one student. That's right. But tension, excite-
nent and potential disaster separate practice
fromthe rea thing. Maningful personal devel op-
nent is about nore than just practice. | aso
think playing misic is like speaking a |anguage.
Swoot hly using what you've practiced in a rea
situation is a challenge. Yet, if you can convey
thoughts, feelings or nelodies, it's an anazing
feding

Recently, | enjoyed playing ny guitar wth a
class recorder practice. | learnt another tune,
too. A the tako concert | saw nany people
filmng. Wile | didn't
record mne, it’s still a pre-
cious menory. It's now
tine to practice for a new
chal lenge, a ski event in
Nagano.
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