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THE LANGUAGE OF SOCCER 0O 0O0O0O0OOUOOL

The world was watching Gernany in
June. | enjoyed the rare chance to
see sone Japanese TV presenters
speaking English. Their goal was to
gve a sense of the atnosphere. By
being culturally and communi catively
bol d some nanaged to do that. |
enjoyed an interesting street inter-
viewwth sone Goatian supporters.

It looked like a multi-cultural and
mul ti-lingual festival atnosphere.
Speaki ng of | anguages, Japan has
gone from Fench speaki ng Troussi er,
to Portuguese speaking Zico, and the
next coach nay be a Serbian speaker.
I's Japan ever going to get an English
speaki ng coach? Al you soccer fans
out there shoul'd keep studyi ng those
| anguages.. As a teenage Nakata
wsely said, "l dont want to be sone-
one who onl'y knows about soccer."

That remnds nme, | wonder if
Takahara got-'a chance to use his
Gernan skills.” Fow.did the referees,
i ncl uding one from-Japan, deal wth
any conmmuni cati on-probl.ens, on*“t he
field? It’'s too early to say were
Japan wll be by South Arica, 2010.
Bit it’s not too early to start. |earn-
ingabt of Arikaans.
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