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WORDS OF WISDOM 0O O0O00O000O0O0

|’ve recently been preparing a | es-
son to do wth all six elenentary
grades. | see how el enentary teach-
es continually have to choose their
words and witing carefully. So |
checked wth ny teacher. "Shall we
use 'hata here for the younger kids?
Is a country 'big o 'wde'? Sl |
wite this sign in hiragana instead of
kat akana?"

Wien did you start witing your
nane in kanji? Wre both characters
simlar, or was one nore conplicated
than the other? Wat about read-
ing? Wien did the inclusion of kanji
nake things easier to read? Kanji is
often perceived as difficult, yet its
visuad natwre is hdpfu too. Isnt it a
bit tiringfor aduts toread only hira-
gana?

In the classroom|’ve recently
pi cked up sone pearls of w sdomtoo.
Borrowi ng ot her peopl e s expressi ons
is useful, especialy in Japanese. It
hel ps in the classroom or talking wth
students el sewhere. In this case, |
was i npressed by a teacher dealing
wth sone 8 year old kids. | know I
wll use his words soon enough.
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