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18 ONCE MORE 0O0UOOOOOO

How was your New Year? DOd you
spend it under the kotatsu? A |long
tine has passed since | was 18, when
| went overseas from New Zeal and
for the first tine. Hwever in the
wnter holidays | took advantage of
the special JR’ Seishun 18 “ticket for
the first tine. | planned ny schedul e
to natch the rules of the ticket and
it worked out wonderfully.

O five separate days | got to ride
unlinnited local and kaisoku trains. |
used it to go skiing wth a Deaf group
near Nagano. After that | visited an
odtemis friend in Nigata | cane
hone via the Japan Sea coast and
stopped to see a fewsights al ong the

vay.

hce again, | saw the worl d-cl ass
Japanese train systemin action. M
Japanese ability was very hel pful.
The train staff was very hel pful too,
including the drivers! Japan has a
wonderful range of fast trains, but
sonetines it’s nice for us to slow
down alittletoo. S 1 wshyou dl a
heal thy and wel | - bal anced 2007.
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