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As | write this, August has come to an
end. Outside, the sound ofthe]ne%a-
[Jhone marks the start of preparation for
he JHS sports day.

As you read this, the school and cam-
paign megaghones will already have been
put away. Both New Zealand and Japan
may have new governments from general
elections in September. N
has had a female prime minis-
ter for nearly 10 years now. |
wonder if this will"’continue.
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The atmosphere in which
these elections are held inter-
ests me as much as the final
results. The U.S presidential
elections have a huge profile
worldwide, for better or
worse. What influence do
they have on other electoral systems?
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Meanwhile, in Okayama, another nation-
al event remains in” October. The hard
work of many staff and the dreams of
many competitors will come together dur-
ing the 'Okayama Kokutai' events. All the
best to everyone involved.
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